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In Memoriam

i The year began with the continuation of the COVID pandemic and
! Sanchal lost founder-member Prof. Dinesh Mohan who was the
moving spirit behind all the Foundation’s work. Right from the
Foundation’s inception he remained active as its Secretary.
Fiercely committed to the propagation of scientific temper and the
i protection of humanity and its environment he brought and knit
together hundreds of individuals with his inimitable warmth and
generosity, who then contributed to Sanchal’s range of activities
over four decades. “Onward,” friend and comrade.

COVID Relief

This year began with another recurrence of the
Corona virus and the Delhi collective of the Sajha
Manch reconvened for relief work. This time it took
lessons from the previous year’s work to propose
community kitchens along with information centres
and health units, and a set of guidelines was §
designed for each. Sanchal Foundation supported
the Manch, issuing an appeal for funds, and there
were generous public contributions from both |
institutional and individual donors.

Four community kitchens were set up in different parts of the
city by young groups who identified the most vulnerable
families. They prepared and distributed almost one lakh meals
and provided milk packets to children for over three months.

Five information centres were set up that serviced over 2,000
requests for applying for different identity cards like Aadhar, e-
shram, labour, PAN, ration, opening bank accounts and
obtaining certificates for birth, death, income, vaccination etc.

In spite of online workshops, the health centres did not come up
since the youth groups did not feel confident to tackle issues of
death and disease on their own without medical supervision.




One of the objectives was to make all the units self-
sufficient over three months. But the poverty of the
people after repeated economic shocks in the last
five years and the refusal of the Delhi government to
extend any help have negated this objective. An
order by the Supreme Court to the government
open community kitchens could not be leveraged to
obtain any official assistance. Only one information
centre continues to operate on its own.

Urban Governance

This year it was finally possible to hold physical meetings and activities, although some
online regional and national webinars continued. Sanchal — through its unit Hazards Centre
— began advocating for the issue of bottom-up and sustainable planning again, by taking
part in webinars and local and national meetings organised by other groups and networks.

With the notification of the Delhi Master Plan
2041 for public comments, Hazards Centre was !
able to support as well as participate in public
meetings to critique the Plan for its pro-investor
slant. Workshops were held with informal sector
groups and organisations to help them conduct
their own surveys, submit their objections and '
suggestions to the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), and participate in online hearings held by
the Board of Enquiry and Hearing.

When it became clear that the DDA was not responding, Sanchal supported the Sajha
Manch to argue before the High Court and obtain a landmark order that directed the DDA
to follow its mandated protocol for publishing primary studies, a performance review of the
2021 Master Plan, and a financial plan. This High Court order offers several possibilities of
building greater citizen engagement with the process of urban planning.

In addition, Hazards Centre participated in seminars on planning and governance with
waste-pickers, students, activists, lawyers, NGOs, researchers and engineers in Palampur,
Delhi, Chennai and Mumbai.

Labour

Before the Sajha Manch became re-engaged with relief work, a series of meetings had
taken place on the massive unemployment that the lockdowns had generated. Hazards
Centre tried to create a data base of agencies to provide training, placement, funding and
marketing assistance for activities that would create job opportunities. However, this has
not produced any results, primarily because the state policy is not conducive.
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https://youtu.be/c12uLTjLujM
https://www.facebook.com/CCAGofficial/videos/325116932423782/
https://m.thewire.in/article/government/by-selling-delhis-market-poyential-draft-master-plan-2041-leaves-behind-the-poor?fbclid=lwAR0179TuURdQyLC2bng8jnWYLIiDdndk_wAp6oIU4TZHh78NSQQdVbMMoCM
http://delhihighcourt.nic.in/dhcqrydisp_o.asp?pn=50090&yr=2022

Consequently, Hazards Centre has been participating in several discussions on how the
policy framework may be addressed for job creation in a jobless growth economy, based on
the earlier work in 2008 to construct a Right to Work approach. These discussions have
been with the Right to Food Campaign, India Habitat Forum (INHAF), researchers, labour
unions and Desh Ki Baat. Early in 2022 an informal agreement has been reached with
INHAF to launch a research project on a Sustainable Urban Livelihood Programme that
could be presented to Trade Unions and State Governments.

Hazards Centre continued its activities with Safe
in India conducting orientation on safety for auto
sector workers; advising on production of their
annual ‘Crushed’ report documenting injuries in
the auto sector value chain; initiating a preliminary
Time-Motion Study (TMS) in one of the MSMEs in
the value chain; and developing a business case
for safety. For Hazards Centre researchers the
. TMS is now becoming the base for conducting a
= number of other studies.

Hazards Centre was invited to conduct a four-day
workshop with construction, domestic and other
workers (from Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
and Chhattisgarh) on wages and working conditions,
and another four-day workshop with farmers (from
Haryana) on the crisis in agriculture. TMS became
the starting point to examine all these issues
including the computation of wages for workers,
MSP for farmers, and safety for both. Subsequent to
the second workshop a farmers’ group set up a
Kisan Mazdoor Canteen near Kaithal and invited
Hazards Centre to provide a design for it.
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https://www.inhaf.org/webinar/the-city-and-the-right-to-work/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/edugraph/news/desh-ki-baat-to-hold-a-2-day-conference-on-unemployment-in-delhi/cid/1856914
https://www.safeinindia.org/_files/ugd/5d022b_d29a9e851218435bb83687175c30193b.pdf

Hazards Centre was also invited to provide inputs to a Technical Experts Committee
commissioned by the Safai Karmachari Andolan to consider how to prevent deaths in
sewers and septic tanks, but had to submit a dissenting note because the committee was
focused on automation rather than protecting the workers’ health and livelihoods.

——— === Hazards Centre, with Eent Bhatta Mazdoor

[ Union and IIT Bombay, assisted in a TMS
for an Ahmedabad brick kiln in 2014. Based

) on a review by the Mahatma Gandhi Labour

-~ Institute, the State Government raised the
5 minimum wages by 220 per cent. The
Capnograph developed by [IT Delhi will
= enable Hazards Centre to do many more
&< studies for TMS to be linked to a matrix of
energy spent, nutrition, wages, hazards,

ergonomy, safety, productivity and even

B_‘ climate change from a labour perspective.

Environment

Chintan Environmental Research Group’s research in plastic waste minimisation, assisted
by Hazards Centre in 2020 was released by Chintan as ‘Plan the Ban’. It surveyed 1,249
waste-pickers in Delhi, Pune, Nainital and Indore. Plastics recovery constituted roughly half
their income, but some plastics were more valuable than others. Although Hazards Centre
argued for the total elimination of plastics to be replaced by natural materials, Chintan’s
report only argues for phased elimination of toxic plastics that are of low value for recycling.

There were also several attempts to carry forward the hypothesis in Hazards Centre’s 2013
report, ‘A Subaltern View of Climate Change’, on how those earning less than Rs. 8,000
per month are consuming within the carrying capacity of the earth and, therefore, should be
considered as a “best practice” model. Debates with groups and networks in Kolkata, Delhi,
Chennai and nationally on the subject have not been productive, as there is resistance to
the idea of the poor being anyone’s model of “development” and the popular concerns are
of technology, finance and behavioural change.

Hazards Centre’s work in Singrauli with
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https://labour.gujarat.gov.in/Portal/Document/1_403_1_notification_5_10.pdf
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/specials/clean-tech/how-to-plan-the-ban-on-single-use-plastic/article37939184.ece
https://www.epw.in/journal/2015/31/perspectives/subaltern-view-climate-change.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/154314266804212/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A871678756765565%7D%7D%5d%22%7D
https://storyofennore.wordpress.com/gallery/reframed-north-chennai-through-the-lens-of-young-photographers/
https://my.hidrive.com/share/zk33fu3udv#$/%2010%20WS%2027%20Apr%202022

Hazards Centre is also assisting a team from

the People’s Science Institute in Dehradun to
~ carry out listening tours on the impacts of air
pollution on vulnerable populations with
partners in Indore, Ahmedabad, Mumbai and
Bhubaneswar. This is part of an USAID
initiative that will elicit the views of a range of
stakeholders in each city. The final product is
expected to be a draft action plan that will be
implemented in the next phase of the
initiative.

Road Safety

Sanchal’s sponsored unit, the Independent Council for Road Safety International (ICORSI),
was one of the organisers of a fifteen-day International Course on Road Safety Audit, Road
Construction Safety and Biomechanics & Crashworthiness-2021, in collaboration with 11T
Delhi. ICoRSI continues to prepare Evidence Gap Maps in the area of traffic safety in
collaboration with Campbell Collaboration International and publishing the same with IIT
Delhi and WHO, SEARO, New Delhi. ICoRSI also contributed to the publication and
production of the publication “Road Safety in India: Status Report 2021” edited by Geetam
Tiwari, Rahul Goel and Kavi Bhalla.

Administration

Beginning with an opening balance of Rs. 2.5 lakhs on April 1, 2021, Sanchal Foundation
raised funds worth over Rs. 99 lakh this year, mainly from Azim Premji Philanthropic
Initiatives and Himalaya Foundation, but also from many much-treasured individual donors
and well-wishers, including the generous use of office space by Chawla Techno Construct
Ltd.

A balance of roughly Rs. 50 lakh remains at the end of the year, with about Rs. 40 lakhs
having been spent on COVID relief and Rs. 8 lakhs on other programmes. Only Rs. 3.5
lakhs was incurred as administrative expenses.

Rs. 32 lakhs remains frozen in the FCRA bank account. The pandemic having affected all
offline court hearings through the year, our lawyers remain engaged in considering how to
pursue the matter most effectively.

[Note: these figures will be updated as and when the audited statement of account
becomes available.]
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http://tripp.iitd.ernet.in/activities/training_program_detail/17

